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Abstract:

Climate change will affect individuals with pre-existing respiratory disease, but the extent of the effect
remains unclear. The present position statement was developed on behalf of the European Respiratory
Society in order to identify areas of concern arising from climate change for individuals with respiratory
disease, healthcare workers in the respiratory sector and policy makers. The statement was developed
following a 2-day workshop held in Leuven (Belgium) in March 2008. Key areas of concern for the
respiratory community arising from climate change are discussed and recommendations made to address
gaps in knowledge. The most important recommendation was the development of more accurate predictive
models for predicting the impact of climate change on respiratory health. Respiratory healthcare workers
also have an advocatory role in persuading governments and the European Union to maintain awareness
and appropriate actions with respect to climate change, and these areas are also discussed in the position
statement.
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Resource Description

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: ™

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: @

resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified

Health Impact: &
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specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Respiratory Effect
Respiratory Effect: Other Respiratory Effect
Respiratory Condition (other) : respiratory diseases
Medical Community Engagement: &

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern: &

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Children, Elderly

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource

Review

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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